tional Bulletin of} 
¢$ and Correction 


: 


“PUBLISHED QUARTERLY BY THE | 
ATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
| HARITIES AND CORRECTION | 


*h AT: COLUMBUS OHIO 


PRICE—50 CENTS PER YEAR 


ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO ALEXANDER JOHNSON 
: GENERAL SECRETARY, 202 W. S2ND ST., NEW YORK CITY | 


= 


- Vol. 1X 


No. 4 


x > 


| EONTENTS. Th 
| bel n aceignes FOR THE CONFERENCE ©. | 


a 


*\ THE PRESIDENTS SPEECH 


Wah TENTATIVE PROGRAM 


| THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN pers eae }. 
. | | THE CUMULATIVE INDEX. | # 
| Oy se | A-PLEA FOR ‘COOPERATION 
= —- : — ~~ : SS = —- 0 OR ee a oe ; = 9 eS 4 
ot ag! 33 biirawie iesnah 21; Sena© scconp tase eeca-) Se oe pet 
rosr Orrice at ae OHIO, UNDER Act oF CONGRESS OF manent 3, sare, : 
ee AMES 3c et een ae Oh: | 
erate = SS 
‘ % > ie ee a , ‘ an a See 
yee B be a fs “2 . 


at 
he es 


THE NATIONAL BULLETIN 
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VoLuME IX. NOVEMBER, 1905. 


NUMBER 4. 


THE THIRTY-THIRD CONFERENCE IN 
PHILADELPHIA, MAY 9-16, 1906. 


THE PREPARATIONS. 


Energetic work has begun in Philadelphia in preparation 
for the Conference. The local organization was effected on the 
evening of December 12 by a subscription dinner at which the 
general officers and members of the Executive Committee of the 
National Conference were the invited guests. Two hundred and 
fifty citizens of Philadelphia, men and women, representing 200 
charitable institutions and societies accepted the invitation to par- 
ticipate in the dinner. John H, Converse, long prominently iden- 
tified with the philanthropic, .religious and reform activities of 
Philadelphia, was in the chair, delegating, however, to Dr. Samuel 
McCune Lindsay, of the University of Pennsylvania, the more 
active duties of toast-master. Four former presidents of the 
Conference who are therefore ex-officio members of the Execu- 
tive Committee, and six additional members were present, and 
addresses were delivered appropriate to the occasion both by 
visiting guests and by Philadelphians. 

It was pointed out by John Frederick Lewis, of the Phila- 
delphia Bar, who gave the closing address, that as a “get-together 
movement,” the Natidnal Conference is already exerting a very 
marked and wholesome influence since such a representative 
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gathering of philanthropic agencies is unprecedented in Philadel- 
phia, and is not often seen elsewhere. Members of the Confer- 
ence and those who contemplate attending the Philadelphia meet- 
ing, may rest assured that so far as local arrangements are con- 
cerned, everything will be done as it ought to be done, not only 
to make the Conference a very great success, but also to insure 
that the city and state in which it holds its sessions, and the 
neighboring communities, wil! reap the full educatiorial benefit. 

There is already evidence of a wide-spread determination 
that the Philadelphia Conference shall set a new standard of at- 
tendance, of inclusiveness and of useful, serious, radical discus- 
sion. The best men and women from every state and territory 
and from the islands are to be there. We are to have representa- 
tives of every religious denomination, of every form of charita- 
ble activity and social reform movement. There is to be a place 
not only in attendance but on the program for all of those who 
have really notable contributions to make within the scope of 
the Conference. That scope is this year even broader than usual. 

It was decided at the Philadelphia meeting to add a sec- 
tion on child labor to those already decided upon, which are as 
follows: 

The sections dealing with state supervision and administra- 
tion, needy families in theit homes, the care of the sick, of the 
insane and of defectives, neighborhood work, immigration, char- 
itable finance, statistics, the training of social workers and the 
interests of children. 

The section on children, under the chairmanship of H. H. 
Hart, of Chicago, will be given two general sessions of the Con- 
ference in order that ample provision may be made for the dis- 
cussion of the problems connected with juvenile courts and with 
institutions for children, as.well as with other aspects of child- 
saving work. Besides the opening meeting, the Conference will 
hold twelve general sessions extending through six full days, 
and each section will have as much time as is desired in addition 
for section meetings.— (Charities and The Commons.) 


A brief report of the address of Mr. Devine at the Philadel- 
phia get-together dinner is given on another page. It was a fore- 
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taste of a noble and useful meeting, and a luminous introduction 
of the purposes and methods of the Conference to the many guests 
present who hitherto have known it barely by report. 

This inadequate extract will serve to show the tone of fine 
and earnest optimism which characterized the speech, a tone 
which seems to belong of right to the National Conference and 
its most prominent members. Those who sit down with folded 
hands and deplore the evils of an evil time may well be sad and 
pessimistic. But to the strenuous worker in the great causes 
which the Conference voices to the Nation, belongs hope not 
despair, encouragement not dismay. 


EXTRACT FROM THE ADDRESS OF MR. E. T. DEVINE. 


The Conference exists to register and make known the evils 
which arise partly as consequences and partly as coincidences of 
civilization, or rather as incidents in our struggle from a less to 
a more perfect civilization. To make known the evils of crime 
and poverty, disease and dependence and to suggest remedies for 
their results. 


But remedial measures are only a part and by no means the 
most important part of our work. Far more truly may we claim 
our task to be the promotion of social progress. To discover 
and to set forth measures which shall tend to the prevention and 
eradication of the sources of evil. While patience is an admir- 
able quality, and a willingness to work for remote interests essen- 
tial to the social worker it is nevertheless true that the practical 
results obtained will very greatly depend upon the standpoint 
of the workers. Jf they believe that preventable disease can be 
eliminated; that society can extirpate professional crime; that 
child labor instead of increasing as at present can be rapidly re- 
duced and finally entirely abolished; that many other problems 
with which the Conference has dealt with infinite patience from 
year to year may finally disappear from our program because 
they have been solved, then it is entirely reasonable to suppose 
that vastly’more will be accomplished in these directions than 
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will be accomplished if pessimism or indifference or discourage- 
ment is the rule. 

Possibly those who have this deeper faith may fail in some 
of their tasks, but it is certain that those who do not have it and 
who are content to deal with symptoms superficially, have no 
possible chance to succeed where the others fail. The National 
Conference is a great generator of enthusiasm and of confidence. 
There is a wise system in the Roman Catholic Church by which 
all priests once a year retire into what is known as a retreat, 
where for several days they listen to the counsel of spiritual lead- 
ers, interspersing these exercises with quiet meditation. Although 

, without any of the distinctive features of the retreat, the Na- 
tional Conference to some extent performs an analogous service 
for social workers. Perhaps it may be more accurate to describe 
it as a social advance than as a social retreat. In conference with 
fellow workers, with freedom from ordinary routine duties, with 
opportunity to learn of the conclusions reached by others and of 
their experiences, those who come to the Conference gain from 
it new power for their daily work. It is considerations such as 
these which should lead many who have not been in the habit of 
attending the Conference to make their plans to be present at 
the Philadelphia meeting. 


ok * * 


THE TENTATIVE PROGRAM. 


Subject to changes which may be necessary, the order of the 
General Sessions will be as follows: 


May goth. Wednesday Evening. Opening Meeting, The Presi- 
ident’s Address, etc. 

May 1oth. Morning. Needy Families in Their Homes. 

Thursday. Evening. Child Labor. 


May 11th. Morning. Care of the Sick. 

Friday. Evening. Children, the Prevention of Cruelty, 
etc. 

May 12th. Morning. Care of the Insane. : 

Saturday. Evening. State Supervision and Administration. 
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Sunday. The Conference Sermon. 

May 14th.. Morning. The Defectives. 

Monday. Evening. Charitable Finance. 

May 15th. Morning. Child Helping. 

Tuesday. Evening. Neighborhood Work. 
May 16th. Morning. Immigration. 
Wednesday. . Evening. Workingmen’s Insurance. 


* * * 


SECTIONAL MEETINGS 


will be held at nine o’clock each morning, (preceding the gen- 
eral session) and each afternoon except Saturday when there 
will be an excursion. 

The present tentative program shows sectional meetings as 
follows: Committee on Children, six section meetings of which 
one will be held at Glen Mills in connection with a visit to the 
Institution there. Committee on Needy Families, three sections 
of which one will be a joint meeting with the Committee on 
Statistics. The Committees on Child Labor, Immigration and 
State Supervision each one meeting. Those on Care of the Sick, 
Charitable Finance, Defectives and Training for Social Work- 
ers, each two. The Committee on Statistics will have one meet- 
ing besides its joint meeting with the Committee on Needy Fam- 
ilies. 

One afternoon meeting will be held as a part of the Con- 
ference by the National Association of Day Nurseries. 

The days and hours of all the section ineetings and, as far 
as possible, the detailed program, will appear in the next Bul- 
letin which will be issued about April first. 


THE PLACE OF MEETING. 


The Conference has never been better housed and rarely as 
well as it is to be in Philadelphia. The official Head Quarters 
and all the meetings, (except the opening session which will be 
in the Academy of Music which seats three thousand people) 
are to be in the Horticultural Hall on Broad Street. This is 
a beautiful building, admirably adapted for the purpose. The 
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main auditorium seats about fourteen hundred and there are 
smaller halls which will accommodate the sectional meetings. 
The spacious corridors and the foyer will afford full opportunity 
for those informal, personal meetings and conversations which 
are one,of the chief charms, as they are perhaps the most useful 
features, of a National Conference. 


* oe x 


THE CUMULATIVE INDEX. 


The first part of a Cumulative Index of the thirty-two vol- 
umes of the Proceedings of the Conference, is presented in this 
issue. Three, or possibly four, additional parts of equal or 
greater length will be needed to complete the task, and they will 
follow as rapidly as possible. 

The first part of the Index consists of an alphabetical 
arrangement of the titles of papers and addresses, with the 
authors’ names. The parts to follow will contain a topical 
index of reference. In the nature of things this latter can- 
not be a mere cumulation of the present indexes of the vol- 
umes, but must be an original compilation. In the thirty odd 


‘years of the Conference’s existence the relative value of many 


subjects has changed. An index is not a Concordance, but it is 
hoped to include everything either historically or practically 
important. 

Other useful publications, designed to greatly enhance the 
value of a file of the Conference proceedings, are contemplated. 


* * * 


A PLEA FOR CO-OPERATION. 


The Cumulative Index will be republished in pamphlet form, 
each part by itself and later the four or five parts bound together. 
The Secretary begs the co-operation of every member who re- 
ceives the BULLETIN, in making corrections and additions. With 
this in view, the type will be kept standing for a few weeks before 
the copies of the pamphlet are printed. Friends offering correc- 
tions will please note that in a few instances the titles have been 
abbreviated. 


